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Taking Aim at the Age of Clinton

GOP running mates George W. Bush and Dick Cheney




gasoline prices, More generally, Democrats |
saw the GOP ticket as Central Casting vil-
lains—wealthy white males from upper-
income America—in the us-versus-them
piywar they were already preparing to mn.
*They represent the men's club view
of the world” said Shrum. “They coubdn’t
be more out of touch.”

The NEwsWEEE Poll shows that the
ground for such attacks is shaky. Voters
were divided (40-40) when asked whether
a Bush-Cheney administration would be
“dominated by an old guard®—though of
course some voters might regard that as a
goaxd thing. But only a third of those polled
{35 percent ) think the restoration presiden-
ey would be “influenced too much by Big
Oil" In fact, the Bush camp was hoping
that Gore would be lured into focusing on
such pointillistic, issue-by-issue attacks in
search of individual nodes of votes. “You've
only got a certain amount of time in this

game,” said one top adviser, “and the more

Party Brought to You by ...

Besides nominating a presidential candidate, Republicans
will be feted at a dizzying array of parties, fund-raisers and
soirees—many thrown by corporations and trade groups with
political agendas of their own. A selective list:
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time they spend going negative, the less

| time they have to pull Gore out of the hole

Bill Clinton has pat him in.”

&till, as Gore hunkered down in North
Carolina to consider his own presidential
options, he wis said to be eager for the un-
expected chance to attack a generation-
long Republican record. He was keeping
his own counsel on his vecp preferences,
Some Democrats urged him to look for a
state (o secure, such as Florida or [llinois.
Others urged him to pick a youngish run-
ningg mate. The idea was to draw a contrast
with Cheney (who is 59 but looks older)
and to amplify Gore’s own image of New
Economy savvy. Hot names late last weck
were familiar to the Great Mentioner: Sens.
Evan Bayh of Indiana, John Kerry of Mas-
sachusetts and John Edwards of North Car-
alina. Gore is expected to decide this week-
end and announce it eardy next week.

Cheney got good reviews as a man of
substance, but the critics—some Republi-

cans among them—rised questions about
how he was chosen. Bush had picked him
last spring for the delicate task of “vetting”
running mates. In the end, Bush decided
that the man he wanted was the gatekeeper
himself. Suddenly, Bush himself had to
take over a hurried and at times seemingly
perfunctory process with the last-minute
assistance of hig father—who had given a
thumbs-up to Cheney long before. Demo-
crats questioned the former president’s in-
fluence, and even some Republicans
groused about a stacked deck. At least 11
other contenders had spent weeks gather-
ing data and filling out forms—only to sub-
mit them to the man whose inside track
rendered their labors moot.

In fact, Bush told NEWSWEEK, he'd first
become impressed with Cheney last sum-
mer, during sessions in Austin to help
hrief Bush on issues. Unbeknown to other
bricfers, Cheney would arrive a day early
and spend the evening at the governor’s
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